
Behaviour Policy: Appendix 19 

Coronavirus Temporary Amendments (March 2021)  

The government has announced that schools will now be opening for all pupils from 8th March 
2021. 

Ahead of opening for more pupils, schools have been requested to update their behaviour 
policy to reflect the new rules and routines, and communicate these changes to staff, pupils 
and parents/carers. This appendix builds on the aims and vision within Branfil’s main 
behaviour policy with added measures to encourage positive behaviours that will decrease 
risk to staff, pupils and parents/carers. The aim of this appendix is to provide information on 
how Branfil will: 

 proactively teach and define new rules to staff, parents and pupils 

 regularly and rigorously reinforce positive and safe behaviours throughout every day 

 consistently impose sanctions when rules are broken, in line with the policy, as well as 
positively reinforcing well-executed rules through encouragement and rewards 

 

Staff, parents and pupils will need to work in collaboration to best support each child’s 
transition back into school and support them to understand and follow new rules and 
expectations effectively. School acknowledges that many children and families may have 
experienced difficult circumstances during the period of school closure. Pupils who have not 
experienced challenges in regulating their emotions or behaviours before may display 
changes in behaviours. Similarly, some children who have received ongoing support for the 
management of their behaviours are likely to need continued ongoing support. Systems will 
be developed to support children and their families; these will be reviewed regularly. Support 
from external agencies will be accessed if required, as explained in our main behaviour policy. 

Class teachers will make contact with parents/carers of children who will be in their bubble 
to discuss any circumstances that school needs to be aware of in order to best support each 
child’s transition into the school environment.  

 

Communication of new rules to staff, parents and pupils 

How new rules and expectations will be communicated to staff  

Staff will be given a copy of this behaviour appendix to read before returning to work to lead 
or support bubble groups of children. Staff will be given an opportunity to discuss and ask 
questions about this appendix to seek clarification during their period of re-orientation.  

How new rules and expectations will be communicated to parents and carers 

A digital copy of this  updated appendix will be made available on the school website. Children 
and parents/carers have grown accustomed to these changes as they mirror the expectations 
that were put in place in to reflect the guidance in the September 2020 school re-opening. 



Parents/carers will be able to follow usual procedures to provide feedback on aspects of this 
appendix.  

How staff will proactively teach and define new rules to pupils 

Staff will need to explicitly re-teach health and hygiene arrangements such as handwashing, 
tissue disposal and toilet flushing. Staff may need to supervise children with these, where 
children find it difficult to do these independently. Staff will also model the one way system 
and how to move around the school site as safely as possible. Staff will share clear routines 
will their bubble to help children to follow the expectations. Further details on how staff and 
systems will support children in understanding and following new rules and expectations can 
be found below detailed in red text. Staff will also go through this appendix in an age-
appropriate manner with each bubble when they first return to school and may be discussed 
in their returning to school live session on Friday 5th March. Staff may also feel it beneficial to 
re-visit this appendix with their bubble to remind them of the new rules, systems, routines 
and expectations. Children will be given time to process and ask questions about what these 
new rules, systems, routines and expectations mean to them. Each bubble will display the 
additional ‘stay safe’ rules in their classroom. Bubbles may want to personalise the child 
friendly ‘stay safe’ rules detailed in this appendix, ensuring the key messages remain the 
same. Staff will support children to successfully follow the new expectations and rules and 
will praise children who meet or follow these in line with our existing IGTBG behaviour system.  

Expectations and rules for pupils and staff during the period of phased re-opening of schools 

Red annotations explain what will be in place to support children in following these new 

expectations and rules.  

1. Pupils will enter the building the building through their designated entrance at the 

identified time. When entering the building, children must follow the one-way system. 

Parents/carers of pupils will be informed of their child’s time before their first day. Signs 

will be on display and staff will help direct children to follow the one-way system.  

2. At home time, children will remain in their bubble and will be dismissed by their bubble 

leader on the playground. 

Children will be escorted by their bubble leader. Updated pick-up lists will be the 

responsibility of each bubble leader. 

3. When moving around school, children must stay in the same lining up order. 

Children will line up in the same order in which they sit at their tables. This will help reduce 

mixing. Teachers will remind children to maintain 1-2m social distancing when possible.  

4. Children must follow the one-way system when moving in their bubble to destinations 

around the school site. 

Children will be escorted by their class teachers when moving around the school. Bubbles 

will follow a timetable to reduce opportunities for bubbles to mix when travelling around 

the school site.  

5. Children should aim not to touch surfaces such as walls and door handles unless 

necessary. 

Doors will be propped open where possible as long as this is following fire regulations.  



6. Children must wash their hands with soap and running water for 20 seconds on arrival to 

the school site, before eating, after eating, when leaving or returning to the classroom 

and at other regular intervals during the school day. Children may also use hand sanitiser.  

Children will be explicitly taught how to wash their hands effectively. Class teachers will 

supervise handwashing and timetable this into their school day. Children may bring in 

their own had sanitiser and moisturiser for their own personal use; this cannot be shared 

with peers.  

7. Children must use a tissue to cover their nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing (in 

line with the "catch it, bin it, kill it" message). When a tissue is not readily available, 

children must use the inside of their elbow. Children then must dispose of their tissue 

immediately in a lidded bin and wash their hands. Children should avoid touching their 

eyes, mouth, nose or face. 

Tissues will be made readily available and children will be prompted to dispose of their 

tissue and to wash their hands after sneezing or coughing. Children will be politely 

reminded to not touch their face including their eyes, nose or mouth.  

8. Pupils must only socialise with pupils within their bubble whilst on the school site. Bubbles 

must remain in their designated classroom for their learning time and whilst eating their 

lunch. Bubbles can access designated outside areas as set out by the timetable. Children 

should only use their individual resources (following our current risk assessment) and 

must ask permission from the bubble leader if they need to move around the classroom.  

Bubbles will occupy their own classroom and follow a timetable to allow access to specific 

outside areas at specific times of the day. In Yr2-Yr6 Tables within classrooms will be 

forward facing in rows. Reception-Year 1 may arrange their tables into clusters whilst 

following the measures outlined in the risk assessment. Children will have fixed seats. 

Class teachers will ensure that each child has the resources they need to learn at their 

table. If a child needs any additional resources, they can request this from the class 

teachers.  

9. Children must only use their own individual resources including drinking bottles, play 

equipment or learning materials. Children must keep these items in their tray at their 

desk. 

Children should ensure their personal items are labelled and remain at their socially 

distanced desks. As usual, children should bring their own water bottle to school. Children 

are also invited to bring in their own skipping rope for their own individual use. If another 

child accidently touches another child’s resource, the child must wash their hands 

immediately and the resource disinfected or replaced if possible.  

10. Children must tell an adult if they are feeling unwell. This is especially important if they 

are experiencing a temperature, change in sense of smell or taste or a persistent cough.  

Children will be given time to talk about their wellbeing. Class teachers will monitor the 

wellbeing of children within their bubble throughout the day and follow procedures to 

contact parents/carers so the child can be collected and taken home if concerns are 

raised.  

11. Deliberate spitting, coughing, sneezing or similar actions that disregard social distancing 

expectations towards another child or member of staff will not be tolerated. Following 

our current behaviour policy, this would be treated as a red card on the IGTBG system. 



The child would be required to isolate under the supervision of a member of the senior 

leadership team and parents/carers would be informed. If this behaviour re-occurred, 

procedure would escalate in-line with our main behaviour policy. Children will be praised 

for following good hygiene practises and will be reminded of the importance of social 

distancing. Children will go through this appendix to the behaviour policy to ensure that 

they understand the rules that are in place.  

Child friendly ‘stay safe’ rules 

The following rules have been designed to be child friendly and may be personalised by 

individual bubbles as long as the key messages remain consistent. These should be displayed 

alongside the usual general class/ bubbles rules.  

1. Tell an adult if you feel unwell. 

2. Keep to your bubble.  

3. Stay 1-2m away from anyone else when you can. 

4. For sneezes and coughs: catch it, bin it, kill it. 

5. Wash your hands for 20 seconds regularly.  

6. Follow the one-way system.  

7. Keep personal items to yourself. No sharing for now.  

Rewards and Sanctions 

Rewards for following new expectations and rules 

Staff will reward children who show positive and safe behaviours following our IGTBG policy. 

This includes providing positive verbal praise, awarding house points, awarding well done 

cards or magic cards. In line with our existing policy, class teachers will maintain 

communication with parents/carers to share positive news about the behaviour and attitudes 

demonstrated by pupils. This will be done through e-mail or telephone call.  

Consequences for failure to follow new systems/routines/expectations 

For failure to comply with new systems/routines/expectations, the following process will be 

followed. If the behaviour persists the next step will be actioned.  

1. The child will be given a polite verbal prompt/reminder to follow the new 

system/routine/expectation.  

2. The child will be given a verbal warning to follow the system/routine/expectation and be 

provided with an explanation of why we must follow it (social stories, re-teaching will 

occur if relevant). 

3. If the behaviour persists, staff will communicate concerns to parents/carers and request 

parents/carers reinforce the message given. A risk assessment may need to be written to 

help keep the child, other children and staff safe whilst meeting the child’s needs.  

Consequence for serious unsafe behaviours 

Deliberate spitting, coughing, sneezing or similar actions that disregard social distancing 

expectations towards another child or member of staff will not be tolerated. Following our 



current behaviour policy, this would be treated as a red card on the IGTBG system. The child 

would be required to isolate under the supervision of a member of the senior leadership team 

and parents/carers would be informed. If this behaviour re-occurred a risk assessment would 

be completed to identify how the child’s needs could be met onsite whilst keeping the child, 

other children and staff safe. 

 

Adaptions to current behaviour policy to be in line with social distancing 

guidelines 

Existing process Adapted process 

Orange/Red Card time out of class with the 
Year Leader 

Orange/Red Card time at a table outside of 
the Year Leaders room if possible whilst the 
Year Leader monitors them. If not, time out 
should be completed at the reflection table 
inside the Year Leaders room and 
disinfected before and after the child’s visit.  

 

Expectations for conduct of staff, pupils and parents/carers whilst children are 

learning at home 

Expectations for conduct of staff when supporting children who are learning at home 

Staff are expected to continue to follow all existing policies. This includes policies in relation 

to staff conduct, safeguarding, online safety and acceptable use policies. When 

communicating with pupils and parents/carers via phone call or year group e-mail, staff are 

expected to maintain a professional manner and maintain brief records of conversations. Staff 

should follow the usual reporting procedures for concerns that need to be raised to the senior 

leadership team.  

Expectations for conduct of pupils and parents/carers when children are learning at home 

When learning at home, pupils are expected to conduct themselves in a manner in line with 

Branfil’s ethos and values. Pupils are also expected to follow safe online practises, detailed in 

our online safety and acceptable use policies, with the support of their parent/carer. Pupils, 

and their parents/carers, are expected to continue to follow the principles in the school’s 

Anti-bullying policy and the Conduct for Parents, Carers and Visitors policy. When 

communicating to staff via telephone calls or via year group e-mails, pupils and parents/carers 

are expected to communicate in a respectful and polite manner. We would like to encourage 

parents/carers to continue to communicate any concerns or requests for support with the 

school who may be able to offer some remote support or direct families to external agencies.  

 


